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Art Exhibition: Connected by Nature, Knockrose Garden, The Scalp, Kilternan. 
Opens 15 November 

Five artists from Wicklow and south Dublin are ‘Connected by Nature’ in an 
upcoming exhibition in The Calm House in the beautiful setting of Knockrose Garden 
at the northern end of Scalp, near Kilternan. The artists work in wood, paint, plaster, 
pencil and photography, and while their media may be varied, they share a love of 
nature that comes through in all their work. All their works, big and small, will be 
available for sale throughout the exhibition.  

Áine Lawlor of RTÉ will be opening the exhibition on 15 November at 7pm. The 
exhibition will be open on the night of the 15th and also from 11am to 4pm on 
Saturday and Sunday 16, 17, 23 and 24 November.  

Knockrose 

Built in the mid-1700s, Knockrose, a mixed farm of some 38 acres, has been owned 
by the Stevenson family for many generations. Trish took over Knockrose in 1982 
and she and her husband Tom extended the garden and have opened it to the public 
since 2004. Today, the garden opens from May to September, while the Calm House 
and the Garden Studio are used year round for different events. Visit: http://
knockrose.com/cms/about-knockrose/the-calm-house/  

The Artists 

Conleth Gent  

Conleth studied at UCD, Dublin and has exhibited widely in Ireland. His love of 
wood and working with it can be clearly seen in each of his unique pieces. Concerned 
mainly with personal expression through the use of figurative elements, his is an 
individualistic approach communicating something of the character of the particular 
piece of wood and the artist’s interaction with it. Conleth's work has been presented to 
President Mary Robinson and former Taoiseach Bertie Ahern.  Visit https://
www.conlethgent.ie/ 

Erica Devine 

Erica Devine creates pieces of art that resemble living fossils. She casts plants that she 
grows in her Wicklow walled garden and finds in the wild. The pieces highlight the 
delicate architecture of the natural world. Erica is a member of Glendarragh Artists 
Studios in county Wicklow. Visit https://www.facebook.com/
ericadevinebotanicalcasts/ 

Bernard Van Giessen 

Originally from Holland, Bernard is a Dublin-based photographer who travels across 
the country to photograph some of Ireland’s iconic gardens and houses. He has been 
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commissioned to produce images for websites, brochures, leaflets and other print 
media from some of Ireland’s most beautiful gardens. His photographs of Hunting 
Brook Gardens are an integral part of Jimi Blake’s recently published book ‘A 
Beautiful Obsession’.  Visit http://bernard.ie/ 

Fionnuala Broughan 

With a background in botany and geology, botanical artist Fionnuala Broughan started 
drawing plants, trees in particular, in recent years. She is an active member of the 
Irish Society of Botanical Artists and currently manages its online presence.  
Fionnuala has exhibited at Bloom in the Park (Silver Gilt medal winner in 2018) and 
Art in the Garden. Visit https://www.instagram.com/fionnualabroughan/ 

Maeve Stafford 

Maeve Stafford is a graduate of NCAD with a BA in Fine Art. Since leaving college 
she has been involved in adult education with the VEC in various centres. She is a 
founder member of Signal Arts Centre.  

For further Information Contact: 

Bernard van Giessen 087 989 2939 

Fionnuala Broughan 087 235 5067 

Email addresses and phone numbers of exhibitors  

Fionnuala Broughan – fbroughan@gmail.com  087-2355067 

Bernard van Giessen – bernard8@gmail.com  087-9892939 

Erica Devine – ericadevineplasterart@gmail.com  086-0333756 

Conleth Gent – conlethgent@eircom.net  087-2436759 

Maeve Stafford – maevestaffordartist@gmail.com  087-4148943 

Knockrose Garden 

Tom Farrell – ttknockrose@eircom.net  087-2982369 

Trish Farrell ttknockrose@eircom.net  087-6193455
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